
St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School Calculation Policy: Addition 

This policy sets out the path of progression for maths within St. Joseph’s School. Each level follows the logical next steps in 

mathematical understanding and offers help and guidance on support that you can offer your child. Once children become 

secure with one method of understanding they should be encouraged to move on to the next stage 

Stages Method Objectives and vocabulary Help at home 

 
Stage 1 

 
Counting sets of objects 

 
=3 

 
 
 
 

 
                                         
Also =3 

 

 
Count, number, total 

 
Counting to find the total 
number of objects. 
Encourage your child to 
set objects out neatly to 
avoid double counting. 
Children’s understanding 
of conservation of number 
should be checked. This is 
the concept that the same 
number of objects, even in 
a different pattern, gives 
us the same total. 

 
Take the chance to count 
sets of objects at home – 
how many teddies in your 
room / spoons on the table 

etc. 
Remember to encourage 
your child to count mixed 
objects (2 bears and 1 doll) 
to show that this also equals 
3. 

 
Stage 2 

 
Combining two sets of objects into one 

group to find total. 
 

Children may be asked to find a group of 6 
cubes, and then a group of 2 cubes. They 

will then be asked to find the total. 
 

 
Add, total, 

group,altogether. 
 

To be able to add groups 
with a total of 9. 
 
Note: Formal notation 
(6+2=8) is not required at 
this stage. 

 
Adding the number of green 

and blue toys, finding the 
total of pens and pencils 

etc. 
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St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School Calculation Policy: Addition 

Stages Method Objective and vocabulary Help at home 

 
Stage 3 

 
Drawing pictures / dots – informal jottings. 

Then counting total. 
 

**** + *** = ******* 

 
Symbol, represents, tally 

 
Each child should be able 

to count a series of 
objects and represent 

them with abstract dots, 
and then find the total. 

 
Counting objects at home 

and recording results using 
dots or marks. 

 
A tally chart could be used 

to record and calculate 
totals. 

 

            
 

 
Stage 4 

 
Counting on, on a number line (with 

numbers) 
 

3 more than 6 is 9 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Number line, count on, 

more than. 
 

Count on from the highest 
number in the calculation. 

For 2 plus 7 children 
should hold 7 in their 

heads and count on 2. 
 

Count on one ‘jump’ at a 
time to check 

understanding of number 
system. 

 
Encourage your child to 

make their own number line, 
The symbols at each 10 
could be chosen by the 

child. 

 

 



St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School Calculation Policy: Addition 

Stages Method Objective and vocabulary Help at home 

 
Stage 5 

 
Use a number line to record steps in a 

calculation. 
 

This extension of Stage 4 will help children 
to add beyond ten.  Steps will often mark a 

bridge through a multiple of ten. 
 
15 + 8 = 23    (8 broken down into 5 and 3) 
 

 
 
For calculations requiring partitioning: 
 
58 + 36 = 94 
         
     30    6 
 
      +2      +4          +30                 
 
58       60       64             94 

 
 

 
Steps, jumps, bridge, partition 

(breaking out numbers into 
component parts, so 36 becomes 

30 and 6), tens, units. 
 

Children should move toward 
number lines which hold less 

information. 
 

 
 
 

When using partitioning in a 
calculation: 

 
1) Partition the lower number 

into tens and units. 
2) Add the units to your 

calculations. 
3) Add the tens to your 

calculations. 

 
Make an extended number 

line.  
 

Draw number lines to aid 
calculations. 
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St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School Calculation Policy: Addition 

Stages Method Objective and vocabulary Help at home 

 
Stage 6 

 
Use of written partitions to support 

calculation. 

 
   47            40  +    7          110 
+ 76    =      70  +    6   =       13 
                 110  +  13          123 

 
 
 
 

 
Partition, written method, columns. 

 
Practice written method 
with partitions broken to 

support understanding. 

 
Stage 7 

 
Column addition with partitioning.  

 
Always start by calculating the column on 

the furthest right first. 
 

    47                          23.7 
+  76                          12.9 
    13                            1.6 
  110                            5.0 
  123                          30.0 
                                  36.6 
     

 
Columns, hundreds, tens, units, 

decimal. 
 

Take care to write numbers in 
columns with H, T and U that line 

up with each other. 
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Stages Method Objective and vocabulary Help at home 

 
Stage 8 

 
The Short Method using tens and units. 

 

Add the numbers together, starting in the 
furthest right column. 

 
    47 
+  85 
  132 
  1 1 

 
 

 
Carry. 

 

To learn to carry between units, 
tens and hundreds. 

 
 

 
Stage 9 

 
The Short Method using hundreds tens 

and units. 
 

Add the numbers together, starting in the 
furthest right column. 

 
    447 
+  285 
    732 
    1 1 

 

 
Ensure that columns are lined up 

correctly above each other, 
particularly when decimals are 

used. 

 

 


