
 
What strategies would you use when you get stuck on a word? 

 

How does the text help you find the meaning of difficult words? 

 

Choose a range of words from the chapter with the prefixes il-, un-, im-, dis-. 

What do they all have in common? What does this tell you about these 

prefixes? 

 

Choose three words from the chapter. Divide them into root word, suffix and 

prefix. What does each part of the word tell you? 

 

Did you correct yourself as you read? If so, how did you know you needed to do 

this? 

 

Which new words have you learned today? Use a dictionary to check their 

meaning. Check with your friends to see if you are saying them correctly. 

 

Which endings show you that a word is a verb? 

 

Who is telling the story? 

 

Find a few words/phrases/sentences that tell you about the story’s setting 

(place / time).  

 

What do other people say about the character? 

 

Choose up to five main events of the story and put them in time order.   

 

Get your partner to say three things that have happened in the book so far. 

  

Choose three characters. Ask your partner to say who each person is and what 

they have done in the story.  

 

Pick an event in the story. What was happening just before it? What happened 

just after it? 

 

What makes (name of character) special? 



Choose a character. How is he/she described? What words tell you about the 

character? 

 

When and where is your story set? How do you know this? 

 

Give one example of bravery / kindness / silliness / friendship in your story.  

 

Make a statement about your character (example: “Mike enjoys running”). Ask 

your partner to say if this is true or false. How do you know? 

 

What does (a particular word) mean? 

 

Draw a timeline of events. 

 

What is happening?  What do you think might have happened before?  What do 

you think might happen next? 

 

What did you think this chapter / story was going to be about when you 

started reading?   Were you right? What clues helped you? 

 

How did (character’s) actions affect the end of the story? 

 

How does (character) feel at this point and what does it tell you about 

him/her? 

 

Pick a character in your book. How is he / she feeling at the moment? How do 

you know? 

 

How do you know if a character is feeling sad / happy / excited / worried / 

afraid? 

 

What did (character) enjoy/dislike/find surprising?   Why? 

 

What did (character) mean when she/he said ...? 

 

What does (a particular phrase) tell you about what (character) was 

thinking/feeling? 

What was the character thinking at the end of the chapter?   How do you 

know? 



What does this character feel about the other characters?   How do you 

know? 

 

What do these pages/paragraphs tell you about? 

 

What is the main idea of this part of the poem/chapter/ article?  Find an 

example to support your point of view. 

 

Why is the title appropriate for this text? 

 

What does ... tell you about how the speaker is feeling? 

 

What effect has the author created?  How? 

 

What do the onomatopoeic words tell you? 

 

What does ... mean?                                                           

Think of another more/less emotive word you can substitute here?  What 

different effect would you word have? 

 

Find a metaphor that helps you visualise ...    What makes it effective? 

 

What is the main idea (theme) of this story? 

 

What themes are common in stories? 

 

Can you think of any story with the same themes as yours? 

 

How does the story’s theme (eg kindness, friendship, justice) change 

throughout the book? 

 

How does this story compare to others by the same author or in the same 

genre? 

 

Why is the text arranged in this way? 

 

How does beginning the passage with a  make the reader want to read on? 

 

Has the writer repeated words or phrases? Why? 



How would you summarise this book in fewer than 20 words? 

 

How would you summarise this chapter in fewer than 20 words? 

 

Summarise the chapter. Which key details helped you do this? 

 

Why is there an exclamation mark/ mark? 

 

What genre of text is this? How do you know? How is the text organised and 

laid out so that it fits its genre? 

 

Where does the writer give another point of view? 

 

What are similes and metaphors? Does this chapter use any? 

 

Is this text in formal or informal register? How do you know? 

 

What is onomatopoeia? Does this chapter use any? 

 

What is personification? Does this chapter use any? 

 

Is your text in first or third person? Why has the writer made this choice? 

 

Compare this chapter to another chapter in the same book. How are they the 

same? How are they different? 

What does ... mean?                                                           

Choose a word. Think of a synonym (a word which means the same). How does 

your word change the sentence? 

 
 


