
NEWSLETTER
We are growing together on our journey of achievement 

Monday 25th January 2018

Two of our teachers have had healthy additions 
to their families. We wish both Mrs. Fox and Mrs. 
Bellamy every happiness with their beautiful new 
babies. 

Staff Room  Cooking Area

We are delighted with the renovation of our staff 
room. For a number of years we have wanted to 
have a cooking area within the school – but due to 
fire regulations and space we could not manage to 
find an ideal place.  
Our staff room needed renovation and we had the 
wonderful idea to create dual usage of this area –
both staff room and children’s cooking area. The 
new kitchen has two ovens, hob, sink at children’s 
level and a preparation isle.
The money raised from both disco and Cinema 
night (£1200) will go towards purchasing a variety 
of cooking utensils for the children to use. 
There is already a cooking club organised to start in 
the summer term – so wooden spoons to the 
ready!

Miles Fox enjoying a 
nap!

Little Gracie Bellamy 
yawning gracefully!
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Year 1

I would also like to take this opportunity to say 
goodbye to Miss Mir, Y1 teacher. Her father died 
suddenly before Christmas and due to personal 
reasons handed in her notice. 
I am glad to say that this break has allowed her to 
spend time with her family and come to terms with 
her sad loss. 
We wish her very success for the future. 

Farewell

A big thank you to Mrs Philpott for becoming the 
class teacher in Year1. We are very lucky to have 
this talented teacher to fill the breach. My gratitude 
also extends to Mrs. Pay who kindly helped  with 
covering this year group. 
After Easter, Mrs. Broadbridge is returning from 
maternity leave. Mrs. Broadbridge will teach Year 1 
on Monday and Tuesday and then Mrs. Philpott will 
teach Year 1 for the rest of the week. 
Mrs. Broadbridge has taught Year 2 in her previous 
school and is therefore very familiar with the 
curriculum. 

Congratulations
Congratulations to Mrs Pearce who is expecting her 
second child. Mrs Pearce will be finishing this 
academic year in Year 2 and will start her maternity 
leave in September 2019.

https://twitter.com/stjosephsbrack/status/972042475761225728/photo/1?ref_src=twsrc^tfw&ref_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stjosephs.bracknell-forest.sch.uk%2F
http://www.stjosephs.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/


Attendance: Attendance is important! St Joseph’s will be focusing on attendance and punctuality and we are 
writing to remind you that we expect children’s attendance to be at least 96% - this is in line with government 
expectations too. Currently, 25% of our children remain below this and need your continuing support to ensure 
we hit this important mark. 
THANK YOU SO MUCH to those families who have been working hard to ensure children’s punctuality and 
attendance is high. THANK YOU for getting these important habits established early on in your child’s life as it will 
make a difference in their futures. We really do appreciate that you tackle the hustle and bustle of morning life of 
young families and get to school on time so that your child/ren can begin learning on time and also that other 
children’s learning isn’t affected by late comers. There is a link between attendance and achievement and 
therefore it is very important that your child attends school every day unless there are exceptional circumstances. 

Reminder: The last day of term is on Friday 5th April. School will close at 2.30pm. There is no After School Club on 
this day so please make arrangements to collect your child at 2.30pm. The children will return to school on 
Tuesday 23rd April. 

Parent Mail: Many thanks to all the parents who have signed up to Parent Mail  and who have downloaded the 
App. Since its introduction, we have 94% of parents who have signed up to Parent Mail and 64% who have 
downloaded the app. We are also informed that by using this paperless communication system, we have saved 
£168 to date. 
Reminder - After School Activities: Parent Mail schedule will go out on Tuesday 26th March and sign up will go 
live on Friday, 29th March. All interest in after school activity clubs will only be recognised if you go through 
Parent Mail and book and pay for your preferred club. This is on a first come, first serve basis so you will need to 
log on quickly!
Questionnaire for School Lunches: Many thanks to the 99 families who responded – your comments will help us 
in discussions with Caterhouse as well as congratulating the cook and her team. We will post the findings in the 
next newsletter. 
Parental Questionnaire: The annual parent questionnaire will go live this week. Please take the time to complete 
this questionnaire.

Watches: We are very keen that all children should 
wear a watch in school. These can be analogue or 
digital watches. However ‘smart’ watches which emails 
can be sent from or contain a camera are completely 
unacceptable in school. The taking of photographs in 
school is covered by our safeguarding procedures and 
the risk of photos being taken of people who have not 
given consent is not acceptable during the school 
day. Please ensure they are not brought into school.

School Security: Our new secure entry system on the 
main entry doors are proving to be very efficient and 
safe. The fob system we have adopted has increased 
the school security. Thank you for your support and 

positive comments for this change.
Side Gate: Being mindful of monitoring all adults who 
come onto school site at the end of the day, we have 
decided to stop using the side gate into KS2 
playground at morning drop off and evening collection. 
Going forward, we ask that all parents use the double 
gates to drop off your child in the morning and to 
collect your child at 3.15pm. The side gate will be used 
for collection point for some after school clubs 
Lockdown Procedure: All classes have practised a 
lockdown procedure. Every term we will practice this 
procedure along with a fire drill. Please note that the 
fire alarm is not used to alert a lockdown drill. 

Knife crime:  There has been a lot in the news later about knife crime and the associated risks. The following 
links may be useful if your child is worried -(This is dated but relevant and is in child friendly language)
1. http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/nhttps://www.knifefree.co.uk/go-

knifefree/ewsid_7300000/newsid_7306700/7306768.stm
2. https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/crime-law/gun-knife-crime/
The following website are for Information for parents
• https://parentinfo.org/article/if-your-child-is-in-a-gang
• https://www.knifefree.co.uk/go-knifefree/
What the law says about gangs, knife crime and carrying a weapon: The law focuses on criminal behaviour. It is 
illegal to carry a knife/ folding pocketknife in a public place, even if it belongs to someone else. Police and school 
staff can also search young people for weapons at school.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/nhttps:/www.knifefree.co.uk/go-knifefree/ewsid_7300000/newsid_7306700/7306768.stm
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/crime-law/gun-knife-crime/
https://parentinfo.org/article/if-your-child-is-in-a-gang
https://www.knifefree.co.uk/go-knifefree/


Well done, Matthew! Mr. O’Connor is very excited 
about future talent to play for St. Joseph’s team.

Creative Writing Competition: Allanah and Aisling 
were runners up in Bracknell Forest Libraries 
Creative Writing Competition as part of World 
Book Day.
‘Thank you for sending me your lovely stories to 
the library. I am pleased to say that you were one 
of our runners up.’ Sarah, Librarian.

Oliver, Y4, sister Evie has been battling with 
cancer since she was in Year 3. The following 
article is from Bracknell News:

‘YOUNG girl who is battling cancer has shared 
how it has affected her mental health through 
an online blog. 
Evie Shallom from Bracknell, was diagnosed with 
Hodgkins lymphoma cancer when she was eight 
years old and has written a blog about how this 
has had an impact on her mental health. 
The 13-year-old said: "If you're fighting a serious 
illness, it is common having emotions all over the 
place. I would be happy one moment, sad or 
angry the next. 

"I have found there are small things that make an 
impact sometimes. With anxiety, I have found 
writing down thoughts helps. Also, things like 
scrapbooking and bullet journaling are helpful to 
relax and keep your mind busy." ‘

To read the full article: 
https://www.bracknellnews.co.uk/news/1748342
9.evie-from-bracknell-wants-to-share-her-
experience-to-help-others-going-through-cancer-
treatment/

https://www.bracknellnews.co.uk/news/17483429.evie-from-bracknell-wants-to-share-her-experience-to-help-others-going-through-cancer-treatment/


Celebrating St. Joseph’s Day – 19th March

Pope Francis has said that St. Joseph makes "impossible things possible". 

Prayer to Saint Joseph (Of Children By Their Parents)

O glorious St. Joseph,
to you God committed the care
of His only begotten Son
amid the many dangers of this world.
We come to you
and ask you to take under your special protection 
the children God has given us.
Through holy baptism they became children of 
God 
and members of His holy Church.
We consecrate them to you today,
that through this consecration
they may become your foster children.
Guard them, guide their steps in life,
form their hearts after the hearts of Jesus and 
Mary.

St. Joseph,
who felt the tribulation and worry of a parent 
when the child Jesus was lost,
protect our dear children for time and eternity.
May you be their father and counsellor.
let them, like Jesus,
grow in age as well as in wisdom 
and grace before God and men.
Preserve them from the corruption of this world,
and give us the grace one day 
to be united with them in heaven forever. 

Amen. 

Visit of the statue of 
Our Lady of Walsingham

Next year, on 25th March 2020, the Feast of the Annunciation, England is 
going to be rededicated as the ‘Dowry of Mary’ and in preparation for this 
the statue of Our Lady of Walsingham will be visiting Portsmouth Cathedral 
in a few weeks’ time, from 4th to 7th April. 
The title “Dowry of Mary’ goes back to St. Edward the Confessor (d. 
1066). There is no doubt, about the deep devotion to Our Lady that existed 
in medieval England, and the fame of Walsingham and other medieval 
English Shrines of Our Lady throughout Europe are a strong testimony to 
this devotion. It was in 1381 that our country was ‘officially’ dedicated to 
Her by King Richard II. The aim of the rededication in 2020 is to seek the 
help of the Mother of God in building a strong spiritual foundation for the 
New Evangelisation. We call upon Our Lady to guide and protect our 
country in the years to come, that our people may work together to face 
the challenges of our times, as we work to build a Common Good.
During the course of 2018 to 2020 as part of the preparation for the re-

dedication, the statue of Our Lady from the Slipper Chapel at the Catholic 
National Shrine in Walsingham is being taken to every Cathedral in 
England. In the Diocese of Portsmouth, the Statue will be at the Cathedral 
from 4th to 7th April. If you are interested, I have attached the timetable 
for the four days.









We are TV production company, Monkey Kingdom, and we are currently looking for confident parents to take 
part in a brand new competition for a major UK broadcaster.

We want to hear from parents who are proud of the way they raise their children and who have a particular 
child-rearing strategy as we are looking for Britain’s Best Parent. Whether raising kids in a couple or singly we 
want to hear from parents who would like to share their approach with others. They will need to have at 
least one child between the ages of five and thirteen to take part.

If anyone would like to find out more information about the series, we would ask that they send their name, 
contact details and to tell us what makes their parenting style great, to parent@monkeykingdom.com.

mailto:parent@monkeykingdom.com

