
 
  

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

It has been wonderful to see all the children enjoying being back at St Joseph’s. There has been a real buzz around 

school and the children have settled in beautifully and are working hard. Our new Reception children are wonderful 

and their enthusiasm for learning is joyful.  

We have been monitoring our systems for drop-off and collection and we will continue to review these. Please make 

sure that if you are queuing with your child, that you queue along the fence and that you don’t block the path. 

RE:  'God looked at everything he had made, and he was very pleased.' Genesis 1: 31   

Over the next few weeks, the children will be learning about Creation from our diocesan ‘God Matters’ RE scheme.  

Our youngest children will be thinking about how God created the world, how they can look after his creation and 

the different ways in which we can give thanks to God. In lower KS2, children will be describing how we are made in 

the ‘image and likeness’ of God and the joy this brings to believers, as well as learning about the importance of Jesus’ 

baptism and baptism today.  The oldest children will be thinking about how the words of the Gospel and the ten 

commandments influence our lives today and will be engaging and responding to questions of life, such as 'Is it easy 

to be a Person of God?' 

Online Safety: As we start the new academic year, we would like to take this opportunity to remind you of the need 

to monitor what your children are viewing and accessing online. Please be aware that you genuinely need to monitor 

your child’s internet use even if you believe them to be accessing age appropriate apps, games and sites as sadly 

malicious and inappropriate content can still sometimes get through. The CEOP website is great for advice and 

activities to do at home:  https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/ 

Query over School Lunches: A Parent Mail went home last week asking parents to check their accounts. We will be 

resending a simple online form via ParentMail for all Parents to complete. Please just tick the days your child 

ordered a school lunch at school and then we will check this with our records. Please do not include days if you 

ordered directly online.  Apologies for this added request but there is some discrepancy between the schools 

handwritten ordering and the new online ordering, and we want to ensure that both parents are charged the correct 

amount and that the records are submitted correctly for the free school meals in the lower years.  Please accept our 

apologies for any inconvenience and thank you for your cooperation.  

Masks: Due to the R number rising in Bracknell, we would like 

all parents to wear a mask on the school grounds when 

dropping off and collecting their child.  

School office: Masks will also need to be worn if you are 

entering the school reception to talk to the school 

secretaries. Currently there is only one person at a time 

allowed into the school office area or a family unit of no more 

than three adults or children. Please queue maintaining social 

distancing if you need to go into the school office area. 

One Ways System Gipsy Lane: To help parents feel more secure and to enable effective social distancing, we ask 

that parents keep to the one-way system when collecting your child from the school grounds. Parents should enter 

the first gate and leave through the second gate (gate nearest the school). Parents collecting their child from the side 
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gate should enter via Gipsy Lane and then walk through the school car park to the second gate (gate nearest the 

school).   

Please keep to the right when using Gipsy Lane to enable foot traffic to move safely. Cyclists and scooters are 

traveling at speed on Gipsy Lane when it is busy. In the hope of preventing an accident, I am asking that  

- cyclists walk with their bikes to the top of the lane 

- children/ adults on scooters keep to a walking speed 

Schools Risk Assessment: The guidance from the DFE has been updated since July and the school has reviewed and 

updated its Risk Assessment. Please find updated version attached.   

Reporting sickness: Parents have been very conscientious and concerned over the correct procedure whether to 

send their child to school when they are ill. I will try to help elaborate this dilemma by first stating the official 

statements from the DFE and PHE:  

Public Health England (PHE) advice on testing and shielding: The Department for Education has worked closely with 
Public Health England (PHE) and NHS Test and Trace have made testing available throughout the country and anyone 
with symptoms can book a test online or over the telephone through 119 to get the certainty they need to protect 
themselves and those around them. 
It is crucial that any child or close family member with coronavirus symptoms has access to a test as soon as they 
develop those symptoms. It is recommended that individuals who feel unwell ONLY get tested if they develop one or 
more of the main coronavirus symptoms: 

1. a high temperature 

2. a new, continuous cough 

3. the loss or change of their sense of taste or smell 

or they are recommended to get tested by a healthcare provider (e.g. GP or nurse) 

If a pupil, child or adult develops one or more of the main coronavirus symptoms described above, only they should 

be tested. There is no need for their households to have a test, unless they are also symptomatic. As the school term 

proceeds the children may feel unwell for example with a sore throat, stomach upset or a headache. These children 

don’t need to book a test but may need to stay off school and seek medical advice through their GP or pharmacist as 

usual.  

Whilst this is of some help, and I am hopeful that the flowchart below will provide further assistance in helping you 

to decide whether your child should come to school if they are feeling poorly, but not showing the signs or 

symptoms of Coronavirus.  

 



 
In addition to this flowchart, please read the PHE Guidance below for suspected/ confirmed Covid symptoms.  

 



 
Reporting absences: If your child is poorly and will not be attending school please notify the school office (email, 

phone call). Please ensure that you give your child/ren’s name, class name and reason for absence i.e. the nature of 

the illness especially if they are displaying any symptoms of COVID 19.  The school must report to the DFE all 

suspected cases of Covid 19 as well as any positive cases. Also, we do ask that parents phone each day your child/ren 

are absent unless you have completed ‘A Leave of Absence’ form.   

Dogs: Everyone knows that I am very fond of dogs and it is lovely to see so many new additions to the 

families in our school community. However, not all our families like dogs and some adults and children are 

allergic to them. Thinking about everyone’s needs, we need to go back to our ruling of no dogs on the 

school site so if you take your dog down Gipsy Lane, please do not take them onto the school site.  

Reflection   

 

 

Warmest Regards 

Mrs. Juanita Dunlop,  

Headteacher
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