Newsletter September 2025

Dear Families,

Welcome back! | hope you all had a restful and
enjoyable summer break. It's wonderful to see
our school community back together, full of
energy and ready for the year ahead.

This term, we're focusing on high expectations,
kindness, and a strong start to learning. We
have a big focus on pupil leadership across
the school and are encouraging our young
people to take on leadership roles.

| am delighted to announce our House
Captains and Vice Captains who were voted in
by the children across the school:

House Captain | Vice Captain
St Ann Amelia Nathaniel
St Bernadette Nicole Dominik
St Francis Aoife Lily
St Patrick Roza Carys

| look forward to working with you all to make
this a successful and rewarding year for every
child.

With warmest regards,
Mrs Philpott

Attendance

We pray for the families who
have experienced a
bereavement over the
summer and ask God to give
them strength at this difficult
time.

Let us Pray,

Heavenly Father, we come
before you with heavy hearts,
thinking of those who are
grappling with grief and loss.

Just as Jesus wept atthe
tomb of Lazarus, we
acknowledge the depth of
human suffering.

Lord, grant strength and
solace to those who are
mourning, reminding them of
Jesus’ promise: “Blessed are
those who mourn, for they
will be comforted.”

May they find comfort in your
presence and the support of
their community.

Amen.

Unbroken attendance at school is important for learning. However, there will
be times when absence is unavoidable and acceptable.

The following reasons are not acceptable: shopping visits, care for family
members, days out to theme parks or to attend concerts/shows, parents’
work commitments or business trips, holidays taken in term time (including
long weekends taken on Fridays and/or Mondays) or a parental illness.

School Pick-Up
A gentle reminder to please collect your child on

time at the end of the school day. Timely pick-up
helps ensure the smooth running of our after-
school routines and keeps all children safe.
Staff often have meetings and commitments, so
we appreciate you arriving on time!




Diary Dates Class Event

Wednesday 17" September All Start of year Mass with Fr Danny
@ 9am (all parents welcome)
Friday 19t September Year Rand 6 Buddy Assembly @ 9am
(YR/6 Parents invited to attend)
Wednesday 24t September All Flu Immunisation
Thursday 25t September Year 2 Windsor Castle Trip
WB 20th October Year 6 Residential Trip
Friday 24th October Year 2 Harvest Assembly @ 9am
(Y2 parents welcome)
Friday 7t November Year 6 Oakwood Assembly @ 9am
(Y6 parents welcome to attend)
Tuesday 11*" November Year 4 Remembrance Assembly @ 9am
(Y4 parents welcome to attend)
Wednesday 12th November All SCHOOL PHOTOS
Friday 28t November Year 5 Christingle Service
(Y5 parents welcome to attend)
Friday 5t" December Year 3 Advent Assembly
(Y3 parents welcome to attend)
Thursday 11t /Friday 12t December Year R/1/2 NATIVITY @ 2pm
Wednesday 17t December KS2(Y3,4,5,6) Carol Concert at Church 6pm
Wednesday 17th December All School Christmas Lunch

PARISH FUNDRAISIN

Nikolas, an ex-pupil, is fundraising for a special wheelchair which will enable
him to play football in league matches. He is a member of Farnham
Wheelchair Football club and enjoys playing with the team. However, the
wheelchair he is currently renting from the club is old and not set to play
professional matches. Nikolas would like to raise £9200 so please give
generously, if you can.

https://gofund.me/eb5f777b8

Scan to donate to Nikolas's fundraiser
“Nikolas bullet powerchair”



https://gofund.me/eb5f777b8

We were delighted the
Crown Estate invited us
to join their annual
Schools Day.

Despite the weather, the staff and children thoroughly
enjoyed exploring the beautiful grounds and taking part
in the outdoor activities - forestry, farmyard animals,
and tractor rides were a particular highlight!

A huge thanks to Nick and Lynne at the Crown Estate
for inviting our school along.

BIKEABILITY

Congratulations to our year 6 cyclists who took partin the Level
1 and 2 Bikeability. We are extremely proud of the perseverance
and positivity you’ve shown this week.
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SENSORY GARDEN

We were delighted when our year 6 leavers offered
to renovate Sean’s garden and create a sensory
area for the children.

Our sincere thanks go to Aneta, Konrad and Kasia
who led the project with the help of the parents of
the 2025 leavers.

The children love the space and have enjoyed
engaging in the activities. Itis quite a
transformation and we are incredibly grateful.

A SPECIALTHANKS TO...

Jubilee Building Supplies, who generously donated sharp
sand and crushed concrete for the sensory path.
TopTimber, who kindly donated wooden posts, concrete
spurs, and timber.

Mrs Black’s father who made a beautiful plaque.




REMINDERS

Pencil Cases

A reminder that in September, we ask that all children from
Y3 to Y6 to have a pencil case with the following items and for
these items to be replenished through the year. Please name
each item as things regularly seem to get misplaced in class.

- Pencil x 3
- Colouring pencils
- Whiteboard marker
- Eraser
- Pencil sharpener

- 30cm clear ruler
- Glue Stick
- Purple Pen for editing
* Child-safe scissors

SCHOOL UNIFORM

WINTER UNIFORM
Winter school uniform is
expected from 15t October.
Blue Polo top with grey
skirt, pinafore, shorts or
trousers.

White, black or grey socks
or grey tights.
Reminder about shoes:

We expect children ans e e X 2
towear black wearblack | * @ L& g oo A
school shoes - - -

not trainers.

Please wear school PE kit:
navy tracksuit and royal blue
top with black or white
trainers.

/ No jewellery should be worn

£ on PE days
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JUNIOR PARKRUN

What is Bracknell junior parkrun?

A free, fun, and friendly weekly 2k event for juniors (4 to 14 year
olds). Nearby Saturday parkrun events can be found

When is it?

It is held every Sunday at 9:00am.

Where is it?

The event takes place at Great Hollands Recreation Ground,
South Road, Bracknell, RG40 3EE. See for more
details.

What does it cost to join in?

Mothing - it's free! but please before you first come
along. Only ever register with parkrun once and don't forget to
bring a scannable copy of your barcode ( ).
If vou forget it,

home |

Bracknell

junior parkrun
Bracknell

junior parkrun
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am Beya, the school coo
and I’d like to share
information about one of our
favourite snacks - did you
know cucumbers can be
classed as afruitora

\vegetable?

Our seasonal food hero is...
Cucumber!

Did you know..
Cucumbers are part of the same family as pumpkin, squash
and watermelon!

“Cool as a
Cucumber” A&D B
cucumber to your
Cucumbers can actuall water can make it
. really tasty

cool down your blood
temperature and ease

caterlink Yo

Gherkins and
cornichons are
small cucumbers
which have been
pickled!

\
Cucumbers are more than 90% water
Y

That's why they're great in beaut

products, for hydrating your hair and
skin CONDITIONTR



PTA NEWS

» Tickets cost just £1 a week

» Help give our fundraising a boost
e Win up to £25,000

BUY TICKETS

Srachrel Farest LL %Sy
*
(18) Gambie "
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LIMITED AFTERNOON SESSIONS STILL
AVAILAPLE FOR SEPTEMBER 2025
Register Todayl

We provide a welcoming, caring and safe place where children
learn through their play and grow in confidence.

Our highly qualified staff encourage children to explore and be active across
our varied facilities which includes our extensive indoor setting, a covered

patio, tarmacked playground and use of the school field and woodland areas.

We have a limited number of sessions available for 12 noon - 3pm term time
only. These can also be topped up with afternoon clubs which finish by 6pm
(this does incur additional charge).

If you, or any of your friends, are interested,

for further information please either:

e WSt our websité hiln fwwwy stigeashebhracknell co ykBsbout-Tootsisgs)
e contactus on 01355425246

e amsail secretaryiBsposephatracknell couk,

Fiease node thod admisson o the norsery does not secure o 5. Joseph's Cathalic school ploce;

applications to 5 joseph’s School must be made through the focal outhonty.



Supporting Your Children - Workshops

To book a space please email your full name to Inge Taylor@bracknell-forest.gov.uk

These sessions are universal (not specific for SEND) and for adults supporting not the

children themselves so please arrange childcare if needed

Each course is a standalone 2-hour session - please be aware that spaces are offered on

a first come first served basis and parents should not just turn up.

Once you have completed an enrolment form your space will be confirmed
Please only book onto the sessions if you are going to be able to attend to avoid other parents
missing out on the opportunity to have a place or let me know if you can no longer attend.

Helping children to overcome anxious

thoughts and worries.
A 2-hour session looking at:

o What happens when children become anxious? m
o 0

. Impact current events have had on children’s
mental health.

. Techniques for helping children deal with their
fears / worries.

Monday 27t January 2025 (11 spaces) 6.30 —8.30 pm
@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre

Managing Behaviour in a Positive Way

A 2-hour session looking at:

° Gain insight into your parenting style /
relationship with your child.

° Learn or revisit positive ways of managing
behaviour!

° Strategies to deal with unacceptable
behaviours.

Thursday 23" January 2025 (7 spaces) 6.30 —8.30 pm
@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre

Monday 10t February 2025 (16 spaces) 9.30-11.30 am

@ Bracknell Oﬁen Learninﬁ Centre
Supporting Children to get a Healthy

Night’s Sleep —

A 2-hour session looking at: =EANXjet

° The different sleep issues facing our BvdS'ee “m
families. "ﬂiNigI—ﬂ%E;Eemd?

. Tips on how to get a good night’s sleep. Dg;,Be,:,l;r":é'a,

. Help children develop good sleeping habits. '

Thursday 13t February 2025 (15 spaces) 9.30-11.30 am

@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre

Parenting pre / early-teens in a Positive
Way (aged 10-13)

A 2-hour session looking at:

. Gain insight into the impact of your parenting
style!
. Positive techniques for managing older
children’s behaviour.
. Boosting your relationship and communication
with your child.
Tuesday 28t January 2025 (14 spaces) 9.30-11.30am

@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre
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Supporting Your Children - Workshops

To book a space please email your full name to Inge Taylor@bracknell-forest.gov.uk
These sessions are universal (not specific for SEND) and for adults supporting not the
children themselves so please arrange childcare if needed
Each course is a standalone 2-hour session - please be aware that spaces are offered on
a first come first served basis and parents should not just turn up.

Once you have completed an enrolment form your space will be confirmed
Please only book onto the sessions if you are going to be able to attend to avoid other parents
missing out on the opportunity to have a place or let me know if you can no longer attend.

Encouraging Resilience — Keep Calm and Bounce Back e R

A 2-hour session looking at: ey e

. How to build your child’s natural resilience. ﬁ

° Encouraging your child’s positive social skills. 352

° Encouraging children out of their comfort zone and not
to give up. <

Wednesday 5t February 2025 (13 spaces) 6.30—-8.30 pm

@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre

Thursday 27t February 2025 (16 spaces) 9.30—11.30am

@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre

Supporting a smooth transition from Year R to Year 1 and

beyond (not school specific)

A 2-hour session looking at: welcom to Yedr 1

. What's involved in transition from reception to year 1. %%ﬁ% ﬁﬂoﬁ
) s KEEIER

The best ways to support the transition.

. Boosting your child’s resilience to cope with the change

Tuesday 11th February 2025 (15 spaces) 9.30—-11.30am
@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre

Thursday 27t February 2025 (15 spaces) 6.30—8.30 pm
@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre

Reducing Sibling Rivalry

A 2-hour session looking at: n “‘
e .

° Encouraging a more harmonious sibling relationship >

. Learn / revisit techniques for children to cope with 7 <
being a sibling. — :

° Boosting children's emotional literacy

Monday 3" March 2025 (14 spaces) 6.30—-8.30 pm

@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre

Single Parent, Separated and Blended families — supporting
children to cope with different family dynamics.
A 2-hour session looking at:

° Different family dynamics and how they can work.

° Parental conflict resolutions

° Being the best parent that you can be for your child

Wednesday 12t February 2025 (10 spaces) 6.30—8.30 pm

@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre

Supporting a smooth secondary school Transition (YR 5/6

parents) s FRIENDS Ty
A 2-hour session looking at: ,l.Erﬁ;SE”'“‘"“TEMHERS??
e JELER D .
. What the transition involves MEET i oy
L. e . THINGS 1w, o
° The positives and concerns of transitioningto anew Wi e i O N A B
' twoUBJECTS"
Sett|ng TS SPEGIALIST ST
° Boosting your child’s ability to have a smooth transition
Monday 10t March 2025 (9 spaces) 6.30—-8.30 pm

@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre
If there are no suitable dates, please let me know so that | can add you to the waiting list for future sessions |
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It’s time to apply for a |
secondary school place . ‘..
RO, Open for
admissions

The admission process to apply for Year 7, 20 26
September 2026 is now cpen.

The application process is open from
12 September 2025 ~ 31 October 2025

Bracknell Forest residents only

For more info
www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/applyforsecondary




MORE than
you imagine,

for LESS than
you expect

St Joseph's is the best
value school in Reading

and Berkshire
Our fees may be the lowest

in the area, but our standards
remain among the highest.

(&)

JOIN US FOR OUR
ING
SHOWCASE SENIOR OPEN EVEN

THURSDAY 2 OCTOBER 6-9PM

Head's talk, tours and fun interactive

SCAN OR CLICK
department activities HERE TO BOOK

ST. JOSEPH'S COLLEGE ‘®' Independent school for boys
RIADING *HIRKSHIRYE U and girls, from ages 3 to 18
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