
Dear Families,

During this Lenten season, our school is 
focusing on prayer, generosity, and 
making thoughtful choices that help us 
grow together in our  faith. 

The children have been learning that Lent 
is not only about giving something up, but 
also about giving more of ourselves to 
others – FASTING, PRAYER and 
ALMSGIVING. 

We are grateful to the parents who were 
able to join us for Stay & Pray, and we 
extend a warm thank you to everyone 
who supported the children in 
completing chores at home to raise funds 
for CAFOD. These shared efforts 
strengthen the sense of faith and service 
that is so important in our Catholic  
community.

Mrs Philpott

A Beautiful Poem…

Harmony 
By Year 5’s Vihaan

It’s culture day
And I’m here to say

That we are all unique.
Living together

Is always better
We’re united forever.

No matter what ethnicity
We can all live happily.
Proud and tell your flag 

can stand
All together hand in 

hand. 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS!
Regular attendance at school is vital for 

children’s learning, confidence, and 
wellbeing. So far this term we have had a 
lot of absence due to sickness – please 

refer to NHS for guidance on when to stay 
home from school.

Is my child too ill for school? – NHS
With any sickness or diarrhoea, please 

think of others and  follow the 48 hour rule. 

Attendance:

Year R – 95%
Year 1 – 97.1%
Year 3 – 96.4%
Year 4 – 97.4% **
Year 5 – 96.3%
Year 6 – 96%

Whole School – 96.3%

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/




ECO DAY!



KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE WHEN USING AI

What Parents Should Know!

Artificial Intelligence tools are becoming part of everyday life                             
for children. While exciting and useful, they also bring risks that families 
should be aware of:

• Inaccurate or misleading information that children may believe is true.

• Inappropriate or unexpected content appearing without warning.

• Requests for personal information that children may not recognise as 
unsafe.

• Unmonitored “chat-style” interactions that feel like talking to a real 
person.

• Sharing or copying content without understanding privacy or copyright.

How Our School Protects the Pupils

We are committed to keeping children safe online and ensuring AI is used 
responsibly. In school we:

• Supervise all online activity.

• Use filtering and monitoring systems to block and report unsafe 
content.

• Teach children how to question information and stay safe online.

• Only use age-appropriate tools in lessons.

• Train staff to understand the risks and safe use of AI

How You Can Support Safety at Home

• Remind your child not to share personal details online.

• Talk about how AI can make mistakes.

• Encourage them to tell an adult if something feels wrong or confusing.

• Check age ratings and privacy settings on apps and tools.

Who to Contact

If you have any concerns or questions about AI or online safety, please speak 
to:

• Our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) Mrs Philpott 

• Your child’s class teacher, who can direct you to the right person

We are here to support every family and work together to keep our children 
safe.



ATTENDANCE
Attendance Guide for Parents/Carers

What YOU must do:

1. Telephone the school before 8.30am each day of 

your child’s absence to report the reason.

2. Tell the school in advance, of any medical 

appointments and forward copies of appointment 

emails, letters, or text messages to the attendance 

officer.

3. If you are not sure whether your child is well enough 

to attend school, send them in anyway as they often 

feel better on arrival.

4. If you and your child are experiencing difficulties with 

school attendance then talk to us as a first step so we 

can help!

What WE will do:

1. Check your child’s attendance every day.

2. If your child is absent, we will call to establish the 

reason.

3. Phone home to discuss your child’s attendance with 

you.

Invite you into school for attendance meetings if we are 

concerned.

4. If we cannot establish a reason for absence, then we 

may make a welfare home visit.



Our Year 5s 
were delighted 
to be invited to 
meet the 
Bracknell Fire 
Service and 
take a look at 
their Engine! 
Thank you to 
Mrs Pay for 
organising this.

FIRE SAFETY! 

Diary Dates Class Event

Monday 23rd February All Stay & Pray sessions each day (Lent)

Friday 6th March Year 2 Class Assembly – Parents welcome 

Monday 9th March Year 1-6 Swimming lessons start 

Wednesday 11th March Year 3 and 4 Trip to Butsers Ancient Farm

Friday 13th March Year 3 Class Assembly – Parents welcome 

Monday 16th & Wednesday 

18th March

All Parents Meetings to discuss progress

Tuesday 17th March Year 6 Trip to the cinema 

Friday 20th March Year 3 SPAG workshop for parents 

Wednesday 25th March Year 4 SPAG workshop for parents

Wednesday 25th March Year 5 Easter Play @ 2pm

Friday 27th March Year 1-6 Swimming lessons finish

END OF TERM

Friday 27th March Year 5 & 6 Easter Trail @ Kerith Centre 

Thursday 16th April All MATHS DAY – Dress in numbers 

Friday 24th April Year 4 Class Assembly – Parents welcome

Thursday 1st May All St JOSEPH’S FEAST DAY – MUFTI DAY 

Tuesday 5th May Year 2 Pizza Express Visit

Thursday 7th May Year 3 & 4 History Workshops in school 

Monday 18th May All Class Photos 

Friday 22nd May All SPORTS DAY 

Monday 1st June All INSET DAY/ Teacher Training Day

Tuesday 9th June Year 3 Parent workshop - Kaboom Maths

Monday 15th June Choir Junior Music Festival - performance

Monday 6th July Year 4,5 and 6 SHP Wilde Day

Wednesday 22nd July All END OF TERM 



CONGRATULATIONS 

Does your child have 
an achievement to 

share with our 
community? 

Email a photo to the 
school secretary: 

secretary@stjosephs
bracknell.co.uk

A huge congratulations to our year 6 swimming star who was 
awarded a trophy at the  Bracknell and Wokingham Swimming 
Awards. She also took part in 8 races over the weekend and 

came 2nd in 50m backstroke, 2nd in 200m backstroke,
3rd in 400m (her first ever 400m race) in freestyle, 3rd in 200m 

freestyle, 3rd place in 200m breaststroke and 3rd in 50m free 
style - she even got a county Time in 100M free style!

All her hard work is being recognised, and we are all very proud. 

Well done to the Athletics Team who 
made it to the Bracknell finals and 
managed to get 8th place – amazing!

mailto:secretary@stjosephsbracknell.co.uk
mailto:secretary@stjosephsbracknell.co.uk


ART WORKSHOPS  

Year 2 enjoyed Southill Park visiting 
for  a junk modelling workshop 

where they made underwater sea 
boxes. Check out their squid, 

octopus, crab, fish and coral – all 
made from recycled packaging!

Year 1 had the 
opportunity to use 
a variety of tools to 
scratch some 
artwork which can 
be used for printing 
– all in the style of 
Andy Warhol!
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